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Dear Mr. Flaherty:

We thank you for bringing to our attention public comments made by Senator Charles
“Chuck” Schumer in front of the United States Supreme Court on March 4, 2020. While
these comments were certainly concerning, the Attorney Grievance Committee (AGC) is
cautious about disciplining attorneys, whether local attorneys or public officials, for
comments that may be protected by the First Amendment. In addition, the AGC is
mindful not to wade into political controversies that would result in an endless onslaught
of retaliatory complaints by opposing parties. The AGC notes that Sen. Schumer was
publicly criticized in the Senate by majority leader, Senator Mitch McConnell, as well as
Chief Justice John G. Roberts. Notably, however, Sen. Schumer was not censured by the
Senate, although it was in their discretion to do so. In addition, Sen. Schumer apologized
for his comments.

Based on the above, the AGC has determined that no action is warranted by the
Committee at this time.

Yours truly,

Jorge Dopico
Chief Attorney
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