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Elhlcs
Rangel-probe boss has own $$ woe

By ISABELVINCEM
After an eis[t-month

delay, the Horise Ethics
Committee investisatinc
nep. cnaties naneejb?l
leged misdeeds 

- 
finallv

has a new chief - a law-
yer with financial bae-
gage ofhis own, The polt
has learned.

The l0-megrber Com-
mittee on Standards of
Official Conduct last
week hired one of its
own, Richard Blake
Chisam, 40, for _ the
$155,000-a-year post. 

-

Not only is Chisam an
aide to cominittee chair-
woman, Rep. Zoe Loferen
(D{alif.), f,e was ab6 on
the search panel that
sh65s him-

According to his latest
disclosure statements.
Chisam owes uD to
$300,000 in student loans

Caribbean r.ental trouble.

and filed for bankruptcv
in 2000 in Pennsvlvinii
and in 2001 in Geoigia.

He explained that in
2000 a difficult pres-
nancy resulted in 3tee:p
medical bills and the losi
of his wife's income and
that he got a new job the
next year in Georgia and
was advised by his attor-
ney to lile Chapter 7 to
keep creditors away.

Federal filines show
that wife Iasmine Maiid,
who used to be his iaw

watchdog National Legal
and Policy Center, was
eg$ to pp the eyebrow-
rarsrng prcft.

"No wonder th'b House
Ethics Committee is con-
sidered some'tinq of a
joke," Boehm saiii. "De-
spite having to investi-
gate ..'. a poWdrful con-
gressman like Charlie
Rangel, [it] to"r .ot
months without a staff di-
rector and then picks a
partisan staffer 

-of 
its

^L  ^ : - - - - -  -_

defendedthe choice."Blake did not apply for
or otherwise seek this re-
sponsibility," Bonner
said" "Rather, for the past
few months, I have Seen
impressed with his per-
formance and his abilitv
to work in a nonpartisair
fashion"

Rangel, 78, who chairs
the House Ways and
Means Committee, alle-
gedly failed to declare
rental income on beach-
front property he owns in
the Dominican Republic.

Also being lookid at is
his storage of a vintage
Mercedes in a House
pa*ing garage and a gl
milliga plsdgs to. the
Rangel Center from an
oil firm that benefited
from Rangel-sponsored
taxlegislatio-n. I
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